










May 9, 2022 
 
 
 
Ms. Lisa Dobbins 
Saginaw County Chamber of Commerce 
515 N. Washington Ave., 3rd Floor 
Saginaw, MI  48607 
lisa@saginawchamber.org 
 
Dear Lisa: 
 
I am submitting my nomination of Renee Johnston for the Saginaw County Chamber of Commerce Community 
Impact Award.  Renee is a Saginaw native and spent nearly a decade working at Delphi Corp (now Nexteer) in 
Saginaw before joining the Saginaw Community Foundation (SCF) in 2004 as its Executive Director.  At that time 
SCF was a 20-year-old organization with assets totaling $30 million, while today the assets of SCF are over $90 
million!!!  The Saginaw Community Foundation administers more than 400 charitable funds and over 200 
scholarships plus coordinates more than 500 volunteers annually… in addition to granting over $4.5 million to 
various organizations that support the needs of residents and businesses in Saginaw County! 
 
The mission of the Saginaw Community Foundation is: We bring people and resources together to build an 
equitable community, making a lasting philanthropic impact. 
 
She has been honored with a Ruby Award in 2005 and was named the Outstanding Fundraising Executive of the 
year by the Association of Fundraising Professionals in 2008.  In her earlier years as the Director of the SCF she has 
played a role with the development of the Heroes of Kids fundraiser, the Youth First Program, City of Hope 
Committee, Downtown Saginaw Association, Step Up Saginaw, and the Deindorfer Woods Park restoration. She is 
a sustaining member of Junior League of Saginaw Valley and was the former President.  
 
In more recent years Renee has served on the Covenant Healthcare Board of Directors, Council of Michigan 
Foundations Board, Community Health Improvement Plan, Riverfront Saginaw Commission, Bishops Breakfast 
leadership council and the ARPA Committee for the City of Saginaw…among many others.  During the 2020 
pandemic, flood and civil unrest Renee and the staff of the foundation took a leadership role to start an 
emergency fund for flood and food relief to help those in desperate need of those services in a relatively short 
period of time. Renee goes above and beyond in everything she does not only through her work as the leader of 
the Saginaw Community Foundation, but also to help transform the Saginaw community through her many other 
volunteer, church, and civic activities.  She does all of this while raising two children along with her husband Mark 
Johnston.  
 
She has a very high level of dedication and unwavering commitment to the Saginaw community as has been 
demonstrated throughout her career… and she is an inspiration to all who know her! 
 

Laura B Yockey 

1st State Bank 

SVP, Business Lending Manager 

W: 989.596.0842   C: 989.415.7728 
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 Friday, May 20th, 2022 

 Saginaw County Chamber of Commerce 
 515 N Washington Ave. 
 Saginaw, MI 48607 

 Dear Nomination Committee: 

 It is with great joy I write to support Renee Johnston’s nomination for the  Saginaw County 
 Community Impact Award  . I do not need to list her  accomplishments as they are well known. 
 Instead, I would like to speak about her mentorship and community support expertise. 

 When I met Renee Johnston in 2014, I was new to my passion for bettering the lives of Saginaw 
 County residents. She encouraged my enthusiasm and recommended various ways I could 
 become involved in the community, including inviting me to sit on the Saginaw Community 
 Foundation board the following year. Renee set me on a course that has led me to where I am 
 today. I consider myself in her debt. 

 I wholeheartedly support Renee receiving the Community Impact Award because what she has 
 done for me, she has done for countless others. She has an optimistic trust that allows for 
 creativity and positive change across all industries. 

 Again, I support Renee receiving this award because how would any of us have gotten here 
 without her? I believe in a better Saginaw, and Renee has her hand on the helm. 

 Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 Sincerely, 
 Felicia Rose-Barry 
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